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17 July 2014 
Our ref:  
 
The Director  
Environmental Biosecurity Section 
Department of the Environment 
GPO Box 787 
Canberra ACT 2601 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
Re:  Draft Threat Abatement Plan for Infection of Amphibians with Chytrid Fungus Resulting 

in Chytridiomycosis (2014) 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment upon this Draft Threat Abatement Plan.   
 
Kellehers Australia (KA) is a national specialist environment and planning law firm.  Being 
based in Melbourne our practice has over recent years become involved with growth area 
planning and, particularly, issues concerning the Listed Endangered Species Litoria raniformis.  
 
We welcome the objectives of the Plan to minimise adverse impacts of the fungus on this and 
other threatened species. However, we have become aware of views within the relevant 
State Government Department that support the use of groundwater, particularly in creation 
of new habitat for litoria raniformis. We understand the reasons given for this are that 
groundwater qualities, including higher salinity levels, may assist in controlling the fungus. 
 
The draft Threat Abatement Plan does not anticipate or consider the use of groundwater or, 
if used, whether its salinity or any other quality might potentially impact on fungus reduction 
or prevention. Given the potential reliance by State Governments upon groundwater, we 
recommend that the Plan give careful attention to the benefits/disbenefits and the feasibility 
of groundwater use in fungus abatement.  
 
We caution against reliance upon groundwater for the following reasons: 
 

1. Across wide areas of Australia, there is inadequate data and monitoring to 
provide knowledge of the quantity and quality of existing groundwater resources. 
For example, the Victorian Auditor-General in his 2010 report ‘Sustainable 
Management of Victoria’s Groundwater Resources’ stated that:  
 

“The Department of Sustainability and Environment and water corporations 
do not k now whether groundwater use is sustainable. While a robust planning 
framework and planning tools have been developed, their effectiveness is 
undermined by inadequate groundwater data and monitoring, and delayed 
development and implementation of management tools” (at page vii). 
 

2. There is insufficient data, across a wide area of Australia, as to the impact of 
groundwater extraction licences and, consequently, the efficiency and reliability 
of groundwater resources.  Again, in Victoria, the Auditor-General commented 
that: 
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“Licencing, metering and compliance monitoring activities are not rigorous 
enough to assure DSE or water corporations about who extracts groundwater 
and how much they extract. There is also insufficient data about groundwater 
reserves and sustainable extraction rates” (at page vii). 
 

3. It is, therefore, almost impossible in large areas of Australia to undertake a reliable 
assessment as to whether or not groundwater of sufficient quantity or quality exists 
that could be relied upon to control the fungus in any particular location or more 
generally. Further, the National Recovery Plan for Litoria raniformis points to the 
species’ sensitivity to increased salinity levels (Clemann & Gillespie, DSE, 2012, 5). 

 
4. There is, to our knowledge, limited evidence as to the relationship between increased 

salinity or other groundwater quality in achieving fungus control or how groundwater 
might interact with surface systems. The draft Plan identifies as a research priority 
the question of how environmental characteristics of natural water bodies affect the 
biology and survival of the fungus (Action 3.2.1, 3rd dot).    

 
5. There is variation between locations in regard to potential for groundwater 

interaction.  Reliance upon groundwater for fungus abatement needs to carefully 
integrate with data for groundwater dependent ecosystems.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
We believe the Plan needs to address the uncertainties as to the groundwater resource itself 
as well as clarify the likely contribution of increased salinity (and other environmental 
characteristics of natural groundwater bodies) to fungus control.  The matter is urgent to 
avoid aspirational fungus control measures actually creating increased salinity levels in Listed 
Species habitat such that the species itself is endangered directly by increased water salinity 
or indirectly through damage to its habitat.   
 
We submit that the draft Threat Abatement Plan needs to address the issue of groundwater 
usage so as to clarify its effectiveness as a potential abatement measure and, if possible, 
provide appropriate use parameters.  It also needs to ensure that ill-considered groundwater 
usage as a fungus abatement strategy does not create a significant, and negative, impact 
upon EPBCAct protection obligations for Listed Endangered Species, including Litoria 
raniformis.  
  
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
KELLEHERS AUSTRALIA 
LK/cs 
 


