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Site of the First Gold 

Commissioner's Camp of 1851 at 

Golden Point NOW REVEALED

MYSTERY

SOLVED:
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As eminent historian, 

Professor Weston Bate has said, 

this place marks a defining moment 

in our nation's democracy.

HISTORICAL DETECTIVE WORK BY SOVEREIGN 
HILL, ITS HERITAGE LAWYER AND A CONSULTANT 
SURVEYOR HAS LED TO ONE OF BALLARAT'S LOST 
EUREKA SITES, THE FIRST GOLD COMMISSIONER'S 
CAMP OF 1851, FINALLY BEING IDENTIFIED.

Using an 1850s goldrush-era painting, original survey 
maps and a street directory, Sovereign Hill's research 
team, together with Melbourne solicitor Leonie Kelleher 
and surveyor Rodney Aujard, traced the Camp to an 
area near the intersection of Barkly, Grant and Young 
Streets, Golden Point.  

'We were delighted when we found the Camp's 
exact location', said Jeremy Johnson. 'As eminent 
historian, Professor Weston Bate has said, this place 
marks a defining moment in our nation's democracy.' 
The initial Gold Commissioner's Camp was one of 
the first locations where goldfields licences were 
issued and sowed the seeds of an oppressive system 
and arbitrary discretions that sparked protests 
culminating in the Eureka uprising of 1854. 

'Urquhart's first survey of Ballarat laid out the township 
grid for sale and showed key locations, including the 
Gold Commissioner's Camp. Sovereign Hill's Gold 
Museum holds a rare copy of this important survey 
undertaken in the last months of 1851 and approved 
in early 1852', he said.

'The early surveyors, in laying out land allotments 
for sale or licence, were required to use local aboriginal 
names and guides. Yet the profits from sales and 
licences were not paid to them', said Kelleher. 
'So, Urquhart's survey tracks an important transition 
occurring at Ballarat from 1851.'   

The detective work arose when objectors to a 
development near Sovereign Hill nominated another 
site as the Camp's location. Extensive research showed 
this to be incorrect. The Executive Director of Heritage 
Victoria undertook separate enquiries and arrived at 
the same conclusion as Sovereign Hill on the location 
of this historic site.

The Heritage Council has now rejected the objectors' 
nomination and confirmed the location revealed by 
the detective work. 

Kelleher began with an 1851 William Strutt watercolour 
depicting the Gold Commissioner's tent, a watercourse 
and a track with the notation 'Commissioner's Quarters, 
at the end of road, ascending hill'.  

'While it initially seemed clear that the track in this 
image curved along the rise just above the river 
flats, it all proved a bit too mathematical for me. 
Having worked with surveyor Rodney Aujard before, 
I knew he would have some good ideas – and also be 
willing to tell it to me straight if our case was at risk.' 
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Though Aujard was sceptical at first, he was drawn 
to the old surveys. 'We began our research with 
Urquhart's Survey of 1852', he explained. 'Magnifying 
the print enabled us to read the street names on the 
town plan. We drew a line between the Commissioner's 
Tent and the distinct indent of land on Lake Wendouree 
and positioned it on the town blocks.'

This 'control line' was overlaid on later surveys, 
VicRoads Map 655 and LandVic's current digital map 
base. The Camp's location was pinpointed at the 
three-way intersection.

'It was clear the early surveys accurately reflected the 
current street layout of central Ballarat and were to 
scale', Kelleher says. 'No further research was needed.'

This evidence was corroborated by historical 
documents, newspaper articles and memoirs written 
by earliest miners arriving on the new goldfield at 
Golden Point.

Kelleher hopes the City of Ballarat will appropriately 
mark the historic spot and include its relationship with 
the Yarrowee Creek and river flat diggings as part of 
its recently released historic landscapes study. 

Dr Leonie Kelleher OAM and Rodney Aujard were 
named as finalists, for their research, in the 2016 
Ballarat Heritage Awards for Specialist Heritage Skills. 
Dr Kelleher won the Heritage Innovation Award for 
her booklet about the discoveries and the discovery 
process, with judges commenting on the international 
significance of this work. 

The Ballarat Heritage Awards were first launched 
in 2010 as a central focus in the City of Ballarat's 
'Preserving our Heritage Strategy'. Held in conjunction 
with the National Trust of Australia (Victoria) and the 
Ballarat branch of the National Trust, the Awards are 
designed to 'recognise those in our community who 
have demonstrated excellence, innovation and best 
practice in heritage'. 

This article includes a press release prepared by Kellehers Australia 
for publication on the website of the Council of Australasian Museum 
Directors (CAMD) in June 2015. 

Dr Leonie Kelleher OAM, of Kellehers Australia, is a former member 
of the Victorian Heritage Council and a solicitor specialising in town 
planning, local government and environmental law. 

Rodney Aujard is the principal of Rodney Aujard & Associates, 
Licensed Land Surveyors.
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